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from Prince Genji! Why, it seems only yesterday that he
was a baby-in-arms, and here he is, writing such a sensible,
manly letter! I had heard that he had grown up very
good-looking; but what pleases me is that he evidently
has a quite exceptionally nice disposition.' These out-
bursts of praise were always greeted with laughter by the
younger ladies-in-waiting, among whom Princess Nyogo's
weakness for Genji was a standing joke.

The old lady next bustled off to her niece's rooms.
' What do you say to this ?' she asked, holding out the
letter ; ' could anything be more friendly and considerate ?
But he has always regarded this house as a second home.
I have often told you that your poor father was bitterly
disappointed that the circumstances of your birth made it
impossible for him to offer your hand to this Prince. It
was indeed definitely arranged that he should do so, and it
was with the greatest reluctance that he consented to your
departure. He talked to me about this constantly in after
years, and it was obvious that he bitterly regretted not
having arranged the marriage at a much earlier period in
your life. What held him back from doing so was that
my sister Princess Omiya had already arranged for the
marriage of her daughter, Lady Aoi, to Prince Genji aad,
frightened of giving offence, he let time slip by without
doing anything towards the accomplishment of this favourite
project. But Lady Aoi's death has removed the one insur-
mountable obstacle which before made it out of the question
that any person of consequence should offer to this Prince
his daughter's hand. For though there are now several
ladies in his household, none of them is of the highest rank.
Such a person as yourself, for example, would necessarily
assume the foremost place, and I confess I cannot see why,
if an offer came your way, it would be such a bad thing for
you to accept it. At any rate, that is how I fed. He must